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ROBININA
DOWNS

Sharmila Gupta
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Nina paced up and down the hallway, taking care not to come near the
windows through which the people outside could see her.

They banged on the door again. “Anyone, there,” they yelled, “we are
going to start bulldozing the house, Patrick has sent us.”

She could hear them trying to break down the front door. She glanced at
her children huddled together in the corner. Neal was trying to comfort
his sister Anna who was clutching her rag doll and whimpering.

“Go away, Robinina Downs is ours. This is our house, our land,” yelled
Nina and fired some blank shots through the window. The commotion
outside stopped immediately followed by the noise of scampering feet.
Nina peeped through the curtains. They were running away. For two long
years Nina had tried to make ends meet in this outback homestead. The
property had belonged to Robin, her husband’s family and was called
Killarney Downs. After marrying Nina, Robin had renamed the property
and called it “Robinina Downs.” They had big dreams and plans for the
place. But destiny thought otherwise.

They had tried hard to make the farm work, but failed. Robin, had finally
left and gone in search of work to Perth, leaving her with the children.
“Keep an eye on them Patrick,” Robin had asked his best childhood friend
and owner of the adjoining farm.
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Things were tough, but Nina had managed. She toiled hard on the farm
and made ends meet with the additional money Robin sent from odd
jobs. They were getting by till the wet had given way to the dry summer.
The West Australian sun was relentless and scorched every bit of green
and dried the water holes turning them into dust bowls. The cattle were
dropping dead from thirst.

One night Nina woke to a crackling sound and instantly smelled smoke.
“Anna, Neal,” she screamed as she rushed towards the children’s room.
She ran into a firewall that engulfed the kid’s rooms. Draping a blanket
over her Nina ran through the flames into the kid's bedroom through
dense smoke. She picked up Neal's senseless body and ran to Anna.

A huge flaming beam crashed around her, burning her ears and hair. She
held her children tightly till dawn broke.

Nina returned to the present. The men had gone but why was Patrick
trying to evict them from the house?

Robin

That fateful night two years ago, Nina, Neal and Anna had burnt to
death in the fire. There was not much left of the homestead.

Robin was inconsolable. “Pat, please get the homestead bulldozed,
mate, sell the land. Too many memories here.”

Patrick hired some local men for the demolition. The frightened
demolishers had returned without even starting. They said they heard
Nina telling them to leave and even heard a shot. Through a window,
they had seen the children, Neal with his red T-shirt and Anna with her
rag doll.

“Nope Pat, the house is spooked. Get someone else pal.”
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POST DEATH

Amit Kumar Deb

One day | shall be in my prolonged sleep,

No one could make me awake cry and weep.
After years | may not be remembered,

| have the knowledge and aware.

Death will pull me with his cruel arm,
To diverge from worldly pain without harm.
At fair field | have to face court case,

And have to give an account of my earthly trace.

God announces his ultimate decision by ringing bell,
Whether to dispatch my soul to heaven or to hell.

| would be anxiously waiting for the outcome,

Whether heaven or the hell receives me with warm welcome.

But, if again | can take rebirth,

On below over the surface of earth,

| shall plead before the God's king,
To give birth again as a human being.
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